
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, February 3, 2016. Present were 
Nancy J. Maloney, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk; Jerry D. Lawrence. Also present at this 
time was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:05 p.m. in the 
Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 
 
Also present at this time were: 
Ms. Madeleine Barr, of  Next Step Living 
Mr. William Gibson III, 124 Bryant Street 
 
The Board led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Ms. Madeline Barr of Next Step Living discussed working with the Town to activate the 
community and engage residents in the MassSaves Home Energy Assessment Program. She said 
61 Home Energy Assessments and 17 weatherization projects were completed in West 
Bridgewater in 2015. She said that she was interested in establishing a goal for 2016 that would 
be double that amount. Ms. Barr said Next Step Living will continue to set up informational 
tables at community functions and at local grocery stores but that she was looking for the Board's 
support and leadership. Ms. Barr said Next Step Living will honor the previous Memorandum of 
Understanding and issue payment to the Emergency Fund for the 61 Home Energy Assessments. 
She said that in West Bridgewater many assessments are generated from people referring their 
neighbors. 
 
Mr. Gagne said that he is in the process of reviewing the Memorandum of Understanding and 
that it will be before the Board at a future meeting for their signatures. 
 
At 7:15 p.m., Ms. Barr left the room. 
 
The Board discussed their previous vote of changing the titles on the Board of Selectmen to 
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk.   
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to that Nancy Maloney be Chairman, Eldon Moreira be Vice Chairman 
and that he be Clerk. Seconded by Mr. Moreira. 
 
There was discussion regarding the roles remaining the same for signatories. 
 
The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of January 6, 2016. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence 
and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept for review the minutes of January 20, 2016. Seconded by Mr. 
Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board discussed the status of the Strategic Planning process. Chairman Maloney said that 
the groups will be presenting their progress at the March 16 meeting. Mr. Lawrence stated that 



his group relative to sidewalks, rails, trails and pedestrian crossings will be meeting on March 2 
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Church. 
 
Mr. Gagne said that the Town originally identified a parcel of land for the proposed dog park 
which has not had any traction. Mrs. Mallory Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant, 
said that the Old Town Forest located next to Sullivan Field is a good spot for a dog park. She 
said that it is town-owned property, has plenty of parking and can even connect to the Rail Trail. 
She said the parcel has access to water and electricity. Mrs. Aronstein said she was seeking an 
official vote of the Board to approve the use of the Old Town Forest as a dog park and to 
officially receive the Board's endorsement of the project. She said that she wanted to name the 
dog park Tazer Park after the K9 officer that the Town acquired through The Stanton 
Foundation. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to proceed with designating the Old Town Forest as the land to be used as 
a dog park upon receipt of the grant from The Stanton Foundation. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. 
 
Chairman Maloney asked who was writing the grant. Mrs. Aronstein said that she was writing it 
and that she would be working with Lt. Victor Flaherty who had worked with The Stanton 
Foundation for the K9 Officer. 
 
The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Board issue a letter of support of the dog park and to approve 
the name Tazer Park. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board discussed hiring temporary staff during Mrs. Aronstein's anticipated maternity leave 
beginning in July. Mr. Gagne said his recommendation was to allocate funding during the budget 
process. He said previously when Mrs. Aronstein was on leave the Board budgeted $5000. He 
said the summertime is slower than other times of the year. Mr. Gagne said he recommended 
allocating $4500 to $5000  to hire temporary help and to also utilize the Senior Tax Workoff 
program to provide greater flexibility. 
 
Chairman Maloney asked what was actually spent previously. Mr. Gagne said $4300. Chairman 
Maloney asked if there was any pre-training period. Mr. Gagne said there was not. He said that 
Ms. Jacqueline Flaherty, Administrative Assistant, would be available to guide and assist the 
new staff. Mr. Gagne suggested that the Board advertise the position in the newspaper as well as 
on the website and have a conversation with the Elder Services Director regarding good 
candidates from the Senior Tax Workoff program. He said the Board can make a decision based 
on the candidates that apply. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Town Administrator and office staff proceed with advertising 
the temporary position on the internet and through The Enterprise and for them to present a 
finalist or two to the Board for appointment. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 
unanimously. 
 



Chairman Maloney asked if the Board would determine a rate of pay. Mr. Gagne said that could 
be done during the budget process. 
 
The Board reviewed the Election Warrant for the Presidential Primary Election to be held on 
March 1, 2016.  
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to sign the Election Warrant. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed the Warrant Articles proposed for Special Town Meeting to be held on 
February 25, 2016. Chairman Maloney read a letter from the Historical Commission requesting 
that the Board reconsider their decision to not attempt to purchase the South Street land coming 
out of Chapter 61A as there is a historical graveyard in the vicinity. Mr. Moreira asked how 
much money purchasing the lot would require. Mr. Gagne said the article would allot $110,000 
to cover the purchase of the property as well as any legal and conveyance fees. 
 
Chairman Maloney noted that the Board voted 2 -1 to not purchase the property at the previous 
meeting. Mr. Moreira said that the residents have a right to put an article on the Warrant.  
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to place the article to purchase the land on South Street on the Warrant. 
Seconded by Chairman Maloney. 
 
Mr. Lawrence stated the property owner was in attendance. He asked Mr. William Gibson III, 
the owner of the property in question, if the land between to two house lots was wide enough to 
fit the Town specifications for a road. Mr. Gibson said that it was 29 feet wide. Mr. Lawrence 
asked what was the intention for leaving the land open. Mr. Gibson said it is for access for 
farming the back land and it is a buffer. Mr. Gagne said that the Planning Board requires 40 feet 
for a road. 
 
The Board voted in favor of the motion. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, no.  
 
Chairman Maloney read the other two articles proposed for the Special Town Meeting. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to place Article 1 concerning replacing the Spring Street School roof on 
the Warrant and to recommend that it pass favorably. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to place Article 2 concerning accepting a donation of land for the Water 
Department on the Warrant. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to recommend that Article 2 pass favorably. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 
and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence asked Mr. Gibson why he was against the Town purchasing the first lot when it 
came before Town Meeting in October 2015 Mr. Gibson said that his family is in financial 
hardship and the land is the only asset his mother has. He said that his mother was against the 



Town buying the parcels because she prefers to have residential neighbors rather than a ball field 
or public park that would attract crowds. 
 
Mr. Lawrence stated that though he was against placing this article on the Warrant because the 
Town has already said no, he did support the purchase of the land. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to recommend Article 3 pass favorably. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 
so voted unanimously. 
 
At 7:57 p.m., Mr. Gibson left the room. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to sign the Special Town Meeting Warrant. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence 
and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed an email from Lt. Vic Flaherty regarding installing hands-free technology in 
Town vehicles due to the expected passage of legislation banning the use of hand-held cell 
phones. Chairman Maloney read the email into the record. 
 
Mr. Moreira asked how much it would cost to outfit all Town vehicles with this technology. Mr. 
Gagne said that it would probably be about $250 to $300 per vehicle. He said there are some 
older vehicles in the fleet from the 1990s and there is a question about whether the vehicles 
would even accept the technology. Mr. Gagne said that it may be more expensive for the older 
vehicles. He said the Board can request that each department add additional funds to their 
budgets to accommodate the extra charges or the Board could place an article on the Annual 
Town Meeting warrant dedicated for paying for these updates. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve upgrading Town vehicles with hands free technology and to 
issue a warrant article for Annual Town Meeting to allocate funding. Seconded by Mr. Moreira 
and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a Special Permit Application for Plasse Masonry to relocate an Off-Premise 
Outdoor Billboard at 63 Maple Street. Mr. Gagne said this billboard has not yet been installed 
but that the applicant is seeking to increase the height variance that was previously approved and 
to move it closer to Route 24.  
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to forward comments to the Zoning Board of Appeals requesting that 
they be mindful of the lighting as a disturbance to residential neighbors and that a community 
aspect exist on this billboard. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
The Board reviewed a letter from the Water Department regarding the change of office hours for 
the Water Department. 
 
During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Lawrence said that there are two West Bridgewater 
residents currently serving in Kuwait. He said the VFW would like the Town to make their 
address available to anyone interested so that they may receive letters and positive words during 
their service. 



 
Mr. Moreira discussed a meeting he attending at the First Church regarding the use of sludge. He 
said Conservation Agent John DeLano presented information on the matter and that quite a few 
residents were concerned. Mr. Moreira said that the Department of Environmental Protection 
oversees the use of sludge and that they set rules and regulations. He said Representative DuBois 
was in attendance and she said she had filed legislation regarding this matter. Mr. Moreira said 
he has requested information about those bills. 
 
Chairman Maloney suggested that the Town work with the Plymouth County Board of 
Commissioners and their program regarding the use of sludge. 
 
Mr. Lawrence said that new regulations will be in place over the next year. 
 
Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator's report. He updated the Board regarding the evaluation 
and negotiation process for non-union personnel. He said before you is the process to conduct the 
evaluations. Chairman Maloney said that she has discussed this with all of the Department 
Heads. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Evaluation and Negotiation process for non-union 
personnel under the purview of the Board. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding payroll signatures. Mr. Gagne said that there was one 
day that he was away at a conference and unable to sign payroll. He said that he would like to 
designate Ms. Aronstein as the signatory in his place should he be unable to sign the payroll. He 
said it would not happen often. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to allow Ms. Aronstein to serve as payroll signatory in Mr. Gagne's 
absence. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding a letter from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority awarding funding for the replacement of the Spring Street School roof. He said that the 
motion will be made at Special Town Meeting and that the Town will be reimbursed for 52.69% 
of the projects costs. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED to send a letter thanking Senator Brian Joyce for his assistance for 
securing funding for the Spring Street Roof. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the Governor's FY2017 budget proposing an 
increase to local aid. He said should this budget pass, West Bridgewater schools would receive 
$500,000 more this year as well as a 4.3% increase in local aid for the Town. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to send a letter to Governor Baker thanking him for assisting 
communities. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 



Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the FY17 budget process. He said all of the budgets 
have been received and that the Board will begin hearing presentations from Departments on 
February 17. 
 
Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the meeting with MassDOT on the Center of Town 
reconstruction project. Mr. Lawrence said that MassDOT will be installing travel signs in the 
Spring. He said they were on backorder. Mr. Lawrence said he expressed concerns that the 
designers did not pay any attention to aesthetics. He said the project managers agreed to cover 
the retaining walls with a veneer. Mr. Gagne said that the workers will address the pavement 
issues, the sidewalk issues and lighting issues with the monument. He said that if the weather 
cooperates, the project will be completed by the middle of May. 
 
Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the meeting he attending with other Town 
Administrators and Bridgewater State University president Fred Clark. He said that the Town has 
a unique opportunity to initiate an internship program.  
 
Mr. Gagne then discussed the Police Chief Assessment Center. He said that the Assessment 
Center was a rigorous, long day of testing. He said he was impressed by all of the candidates. He 
said the scores were sent by Public Safety Consulting to the Civil Service Unit. Mr. Gagne said 
once the scores are approved by the Civil Service Unit, they will be forwarded to the Board, 
which will then make the appointment. 
 
The Board discussed the Municipal Aggregation RFP through Old Colony Planning Council. Mr. 
Gagne said this would possibly be an opportunity for residents to purchase their electricity at a 
lower rate. He said the Town would hire a consultant to determine if there was an opportunity to 
do so. He said it would ultimately be approved at Town Meeting. Mr. Gagne said as the Town 
proceeds with the process, there will be opportunities for residents to opt out if they desired.  
 
Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the Capital Budget process.  He said the committee will 
meet on March 17 at 11:00 a.m. to hear presentations and then vote on the projects on 
Wednesday, March 23 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Mr. Moreira MOVED that Selectman Lawrence serve as the Board's representative on the 
Capital Budget Committee. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawrence said that he would like there to be a Capital Budget item for renovating the 
Building Department office. 
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to request that the Building Inspector develop plans to renovate the 
Building Department. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the Surrounding Community Negotiations for the 
Brockton Casino. He said that the negotiations broke down and the Town went to arbitration 
with the developers. He said that the Town agreed to accept a $60,000 payment once the casino 
opens and $130,000 per year and that they would pay up to $10,000 of the Town's legal costs for 
this matter. Mr. Gagne said other surrounding communities agreed to these same terms. He said 



the Town felt that it was unique as it was closer to the actual site of the casino than any other 
community and that there would be increased traffic on the Town's side roads. He said therefore, 
the Town wanted the developer to pay $1.4 million to improve the intersections at Matfield 
Street and Route 28 and East and East Center Street. He said the arbitrator will issue a decision 
next week and that that decision is final. Mr. Gagne said this is contingent upon the casino being 
awarded the license for this region. 
 
Chairman Maloney said that she attended a session at the MMA Conference relative to opioid 
addiction. She said that the community has been very active to combat the epidemic. 
 
At 8:40 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so 
voted unanimously.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 
 
 
 
List of Documents in Agenda Packet - February 3, 2016 

• Minutes of January 6, 2016 
• Minutes of January 20, 2016 
• Presidential Primary Election Warrant 
• Letter from Historical Commission regarding purchasing the Gibson Property on South 

Street 
• Proposed Special Town Meeting Warrant Articles 
• Email from Lt. Vic Flaherty regarding hands-free cell phone use in vehicles 
• Special Permit Application for Plasse Masonry re: relocation of billboard - 63 Maple 

Street 
• Memo from Wayne Parks  regarding changing the office hours of the Water Department 
• Non-Union Evaluation and Negotiation Process 
• Memorandum from Town Administrator David Gagne regarding a payroll signatory in 

his absence 
• Letter from the Massachusetts School Building Authority regarding approval of 

reimbursement funding for the Spring Street School Roof 
• Letter regarding Governor Baker's proposed FY17 budget 
• Information concerning negotiations with Brockton Casino developers 


